



































Grosse Pointe—

The Grosse Pointe Chapter has been extremely active
under the new administration of officers. Administrative
Vice President Sully Mazur announced three new members
in January, six in February and one in March. With four
men waiting in the wings to hear the strains of “You're as
Welcome as the Flowers in May” (in April), the chapter will
have initiated 14 men since January 1 of this year.

We guarantee the new members that they will find great
satisfaction in singing “the old songs”™ and will find a great
reward through fellowship with a great bunch of guys —
nearly 40,000 strong. Welcome! Reginald Putris, Bud Col-
lins, David Watson, Bill Beck, Paul Smudski, Kevin Cole,
Rich Mullins, Mike Bamford, George Knout, Matthew
Seely, Richard Buell, Victor Schroeder, Alan Clifton and
Richard Havens.

Ladies Nite at the Hillcrest Country Club on March 11
proved to be one of the best. In addition to the dinner,
drinks and dancing, there was a “professional” touch added
with the presentation of the “Barbershopper of the Year”
award to Russ Seely. An added touch was some barbershop
chords including the sounds of the original 4-Fits.

A special show was performed by the chorus at the Hill-
crest on St. Patrick’s Day for the Retarded Children’s Party.
The appreciative audience of this orgainzation is enjoyed
each year by the chorus members.

The Lakeshore Chorus is putting the finishing touches on
the contest numbers for Lansing. Also, hard work is going
into the fantastic show for May 14 with the Grosse Pointe
South High School Symphony at Orchestra Hall in Detroit.
Call now for reservations: 313/882-3483. Chapter President
Sterling Berry sez, “See you all in Lansing!” —Ray Starrette

Livingston County—

Livingston County is closing in on its goal of chartering
by mid-May. We presently have 26 men on the roster leay-
ing only nine to go before we can officially become a full-
fledged chapter of S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.

At a recent A for A held in Brighton Mall, we picked up
the names of eight men who indicated they are interested in
joining. If they follow through, this would leave us one short
of the minimum needed.

So, thinking positively, we are forging ahead with plans
for a charter show and our first annual Parade of Harmony
on Saturday, May 20th at Howell High School Auditorium.

Our sponsors, the Wayne Wonderland Chorus, will head-
line the show with a 35-minute package on the second half
that will be followed by the Foreign Policy, 1976 Pioneer
District Champions. The first half will consist of a half hour
package by our own chorus, directed by Mike Roxberry,
with two quartets from the Wayne Chapter following: the
Cadence Counts and the Cross-Town Exchange.

Showtime is set for 8 p.m. Tickets can be purchased in
advance by writing to Don Carney, 444 Riddle, Howell,
Michigan 48843; or phone 517/546-2339. Make your check
to the Livingston County SP.EB.S.Q.S.A.,, at $3.00 per
ticket.

Howell High School is located at 1400 West Grand River,

across from the Sheriff's Department.
Be sure to enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.
—Clay Jones
April-May 1978

Traverse City—

Now that we have put our snowblowers and skis away,
and the Spring Competition will be behind us, we are putting
it all together for the “June Night of Harmony"” to be held at
Corson Auditorium, Interlochen, on June 17.

We did the show there last year for the first time. Itis a
great place in which to perform — designed by the same
architect that did the Midland facility in which the Spring
competition was held a year ago. The show chairmen, Wally
Plosky and Chuck Van Horn, have engaged the Motor City
Music Company, the Generation Gap, and the Northern
Lights Chapter of the Sweet Adelines to make this show a
bell-ringer.

Between storms we held an AFA at Dill's Olde Tyme
Saloon and garnered six new members.

During the fall and winter the Cherry Capital Chorus
performed in hotels, malls, town halls, auditoria, street cor-
ners — and in so doing, picked up a few bucks, but more
importantly, friends, fun and experience.

At the Installation Banguet in February, Elbert Ford,
outgoing president, was presented with the “Barbershopper
of the Year Award", and Dean Fischer was handed the gavel
for the upcoming year.

See you at the June Show? —Jack Allen
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More Chapter Notes

Oakland County—

Oakland County Makes a Move

At the March Chapter Board meeting the decision was
made to move chapter meetings and chorus rehearsals to the
U.A.W. Hall at 1640 Stephenson Hwy., north of Fifteen
Mile Road, Troy. At the time of this report the effective
dates of the moves have not been settled, however the move
will, no doubt, be complete before the “Troubadour” reaches
it's readers. If said readers plan to visit they should check
with some Oakland County member before they sally forth.

Tenth Annual Show a Smash!

Headlined by the Note Wits of Maplewood, New Jersey,
Oazkland County Chapter's Tenth Annual Harmony in Re-
view Show was reckoned to be the “best ever” by many of
the audience. The show chairman was pretty well satisfied,
100.

Using a television talk show format, the show was MC'd
by “Merve Donahue” played by Al McPherson who inter-
viewed “Irving Berlin" played by John McClinchey.
Innovations, such as soloists singing from the audience area,
and Karen Hudson of the Basically Four playing Kate Smith
singing “God Bless America” over the chorus, made the show
an artistic success beyond the wildest dreams of Director
Fred McFadyen.

Contest Rehearsal Attendance Buoys Director

As an aftermath of February's successful show, so much
enthusiasm has been generated in preparation for the spring
contest that we may find a sixty-strong aggregation on stage
representing Qakland County come April 22nd at Lansing.

Director Fred McFadyen'’s successful efforts to inveigle
and cajole old time chorus members to return to the fold,
and a steady trickle of new voices, heralds a resurgence of
the Wolverene Chorus we knew in past years. Look out
Pioneer, Here comes Oakland County! —Bill Kellogg

Detroit’s Bob-Lo cruise
will sail Friday, July 21

It's All Aboard for the annual Detroit # 1 Bob-Lo Boat and
the Moonlight Curise.

Art Schultze reminds us the date has been set and ar-
rangements have been completed for this great affair.

This year's cruise is just two weeks after the International
in Cincinnati, but don't get confused — it's not the “Buckeye
Ocean” upon which the Bob-Lo sails, but rather the Detroit
River. Sailing time is 8:30 p.m. sharp, Art reminds us, on
July 21, 1978. The Motor City Chorus will be on deck to
open the singing portion of the show, and there will be a
variety of choruses and quartets to entertain, with dancing to
a live band.

Why not get up a party, order a few tickets, and go cruis-
ing down the river on a great fun affair. The boat leaves the
slip from the foot of Third Street, just west of Cobo Hall in
Detroit. Don't miss it!
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Wayne—

Well, it looks like we did it again. Each year we strive to
make our annual Pitchpipe Parade better than the year
previous, and, if audience response is any indicator, we suc-
ceeded again.

We've all heard of blessings in disguise. At the last
minute the Western Continentals found it necessary to can-
cel out, leaving a rather big gap in our plans. On short notice,
the Reign Beaus End from Dundalk, Maryland came in and
took the audience by storm. I sincerely believe we were
hosting the 1978 Champions (or at least 2nd place).

The comedy end of our program was ably held up by the
New Baltimore Exit, while the Generation Gap thrilled
everyone's sentimentality.

The non-barbershop spot featured the Mercy-Aires, a
lithsome group of young ladies who sang and danced in much
the same manner as the Radio City Rockettes.

And of course the mainstay of the show was the Wonder-
land Chorus who performed splendidly under the direction
of Steve Sutherland and Gordie Limburg. Also, step-out
quartets and octets along with a real Irish tenor added a
touch of spice to the program.

Did you ever stop and ask yourself just what it takes to
put on a good show? Some one has to dream up a theme or
format and incorporate that into a script or schedule of con-
tinuity. Someone must choose the appropriate songs to go
with the theme or format. Someone has to teach these songs
to a rather unlearned chorus. Someone has to come up with a
snappy choreography and stage presence and convince the
chorus that they really aren't quite as stiff as they thought
they were.

Someone has to procure the outside talent. Someone has
to see to the housing and local transportation of this outside
talent.

Someone must solicit ads for the program which in tumn
must be compiled and printed by someone.

Flyers must be printed and distributed by someone.

Tickets must be printed by someone, checked out by
someone, sold by a lot of “someones” and money checked in
by someone.

Someone has to design the stage settings, supervise their
construction and get them to the proper place in time for
someone to set them up.

After the show someone must dismantle the sets and re-
move them to someone’s storage area.

There are probably dozens and dozens of other chores
that come up that one doesn't even dream of ahead of time.

The Wonderland Chorus has been engaged by the Jewish
War Veterans of Southfield to entertain at the Veterans
Hospital in Battle Creek on April 9. We'll go there by char-
tered bus.

March 10 Wayne went to the annual Octet Contest in
Detroit and came back with top honors for the second time in
a row.

The Wonderland Chorus is working hard on contest num-
bers, plus new music and keeping current with some of the
older numbers. We have several engagements scheduled
throughout the Spring and Summer to keep us on our toes.

Come visit us any third Friday at the Rosedale Gardens
Civic Center on Hubbard at W. Chicago in Livonia.

—DMorrie Giles

Other Chapter News on Pages 12 and 13
PIONEER TROUBADOUR
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The first four months of the year are always busy ones tor
Barbershoppers in the Pioneer District. They bring more
than the normal schedule of shows, chapter activites and
joint chapter programs, rehearsals and more rehearsals, and
finally the Spring Convention and contests.

For the Troubadour editor, they become months of
frenzied activity — trying to take in as many shows as possi-
ble, get a few decent pictures, get out two publications, and
try to work in a bit of publicity for the Society here and
there as we go.

This year has been the busiest of the lot to date, and for
several reasons.

With so many good shows, and often two or more on one
night, it becomes impossible to cover them all single-hand-
edly. That's one reason we keep urging chapter PR men to
get us a picture or two and a story of their show when we are
unable to attend their annual parade. This year, due to time
and pressures of producing our own chapter show in Milford,
we had to pass up the Great Lakes Invitational at Grand
Rapids for the first time in many years. It was a reluctant
decision, for we have always been treated royally in that
city.

We had given thought to taking in the Windsor show on
the same night, since Windsor is a bit closer at hand and we
have yet to make their show. But it was not to be. Instead,
we stayed home by the telephone where we eventually were
informed of the birth of a new grandson in West Palm Beach
Florida, shortly before midnight on April Ist. Now that's
what we call a real show! Ronald William Hungerford
weighed in at 7 pounds, 10 ounces, and evened up the score
with two granddaughters and two grandsons. Daughter Mari-
lyn and her husband Ron are both ecstatic — not to mention
grandmother and grandfather.

Battle Creek and Flint, among other chapters, had their
shows on the same night as our own. It was also the first time
we had missed a show in the Cereal City for some time.

Adding further to the work load at this time, your editor
was asked to handle the Bulletin Editor's Workshop at Cin-
cinnati in July; requested to serve on a committee to revise
the rules by which bulletins are judged, and pre-occupied
with plans for our PROBE booth at the International this
year.

We also took time out to attend the tremendous coaching
clinic at the MEA Conference Center in Battle Creek in
February.

While we were in Battle Creek, we received word of the
death of Marion Joure, wife of Waalace Joure of the Grosse
Pointe and Port Huron chapters. Marion was known to most
all Pioneer members, and to thousands of Barbershoppers in
the Society. She was an avid follower of our music and
rarely missed a district or International convention. At this
writing, Wallace is in a Port Huron hospital in serious condi-
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tion following a stroke. We have visited him on two occasions
since he entered the hospital and we are sad to report that he
is not responding too well to treatment. Since he did not
recognize us on our last visit, we feel that cards or phone
calls are out at this time. Our prayers and best wishes for this
grand old Hall-of-Famer are about all we can do at this time.

Wally passed away Sunday, April 30

We spent the week end with Wally just before he was
taken to the hospital, where he was originally scheduled for a
checkup. He fell at home on the following Monday, accord-
ing to members of his family. We had enjoyed the Port
Huron show in McMorin Auditorium on Saturday night, but
did not stay for the afterglow because he was feeling tired.
After informing officers of the chapter, following the show,
that we would not be joining them, we returned to the lobby
to find Wallace and three other men — two Barbershoppers
and a layman — getting in some last-minute quartetting.
When we left him the following Sunday he was in good
spirits and looking forward to making the Spring Conven-
tion. It will take a2 long memory to recall when this old
veteran has missed a district contest, or an International.

This issue contains the first of many cartoons submitted to
us by Milt Erickson, a long-time Barbershopper and a great
commercial artist. Milt 1s a member of the Milford Chapter
and former tenor of the Par Four. We think you will enjoy
the many cartoons that he has provided for us, and we rather
suspect that many of them will be copied by other publica-
tions within coming months. It's a lucky district that has one
great cartoonist in its ranks — but when you add Milt's
talents to those of Oakland County's award-winning John
Morris, that's living!

Qur hats are off to WJR-radio in Detroit for the
wonderful publicity they have given us during the celebra-
tion of our 40th Anniversary. Tom Shull was given time to
plug our Milford Show on a Saturday aftemoon show; Ted
Strasser presented another great show of Barbershop music
on his Sunday Patterns in Music; and Mike Whorf featured
more of the same on “Kaleidoscope” during the week, with a
theme of “Sing Me Those Simple Tunes" — the songs of
yesteryear that have become a part of America's past and
present. Somebody at W]R likes us!

AL FRICKER, Wayne Chapter’s Logopedics chairman, recently
visited the Institute of Logopedics ot Wichita, where he
learned about the Electrical Response Audiometry methods of
accurately testing hearing of very young babies. Pictured left
to right are Al, audiologist David Herring, Institute Director
Dr. Frank R. Kleffner, and 7-month-old Allyson.
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MINUTES OF THE PIONEER DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING
Holiday h:i South,

Jamn" 2, 1978

g ITI': meeting was called to order by President McTaggart
at1:00 p.m.

Directors Present: All Directors were present except
DVP Willson.

Also Present: Committee Chairmen Butler, Durham,
Lang & Warner; Parliamentarian Darrah; Troubadour Edi-
for Morris; and Spring Convention Chairman Funk.

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was
waived inasmuch as they had been mailed to all present.
The minutes were accepted as written.

The Treasurer’s written report December 31,
1977, showed a cash balance of $7,127.69. This inciuded the
revenue from the Fall Convention in Kalamazoo.

President McTaggart presented the District Work Plan
for the coming year and outlined his Five-Point Plan for
Membership, New Charfers, District Convention Participa-
tion, Improved Communications at the DOAC/Chapter
Levels, and a Revamped REX Program. He also com-
mented on the success of the recent COT School.

The possibility of a Mini-COTS follow-up in the %Ing
was discussed extensively. It was concluded that a Al
follow-up session in conjunction with the Division | Send-Off
Show would be in order, providing the show can be arr
to coincide with Field Representative ‘s schedu
spring visit. Further action will be taken at spring Board
of Directors’ Meeting.

Convention Chairman Funk reported on plans for the
Spring Convention and presented an estimated budget for
same. He announced that the site for the confests has been

from the Eastern High School Auditorium fo the
Sexton High School Auditorium due to a scheduling conflict
in the Lansing School District.

1BM Gillespie reported on the upcoming Mid-Winfer Con-
vention in Tucson, Arizona, which he will be aftending. A
full report will be forthcoming at the mng Board Meeting.

EVP LaBumabrd submitted a wri report outlining
ture convention sites and stressed the need for bids for Fall
1979, 1980, and 1981 sites, He r that a Convention
Manual is being prepared for the rd’s review by the sec-
ond quarter with a goal of having it ready for use by the 1979
Spring Convention. He also announced that one A.1.C.
ggholarship nomination had been received by the deadline

fe.

Those DVP’s present r ed on the activities within
their Divisions and outli their respective goals for the
year,

Treasurer Schneider presented the proposed budget for
the coming year, After extensive review, the motion was
made and seconded fto present the proposed budget to the
House of Delegates. Motion carried. )

C & J Chairman Lang announced that a slate ofdudges
had been submitted to the International C & J Committee for
the Spring Contest and he is awaiting their approval. He also
indicated that Secretary-Candidate Gillespie has sumbitted
his final essay.

Logopedics Chairman Durham gave a year-end report
which showed that twelve chapters will be eligible for the
Harmony Foundation Awards. Nine quartets also contrib-
uted this year. It appears that total contributions from the
P‘ioneeo mr District this year will amount to approximately
s L .

DME Butler reporfed that registrations for the Coaches
and Quartet Clinic in February have been closed due to the
fact that the maximum number of registrations have been
received. He reviewed plans for the Mini-Hep School to be
held in September at the Hoyt Conference Center on the
Eastern Michi University Campus in Ypsilanti. It was
:&r:edbym rd that the DME attend Harmony College

summer,

Troubadour Editor Morris announced that IBM Gillespie
has accepted the position of Business Manager for the
Troubadour. After considerable discussion, a motion was
made and seconded fo increase the advertising rates of the
district bulletin to: $50 full ; $30 half ; $20 quarter
page. Quartet business car oduction will remain at $25
for six issues. This is compar: to rafes charged by other
district bulletins. Motion passed.

REX Chairman Warner indicated that Pat Warren is
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going to assist him in the extension phase of his program.
romising extension sites include Ypsilanti, Hastings, Lud-
ington, and Mt. Pleasant. He also announced that a letter
would be seni to each Area Counselor concerning the non-
renewals within his respective jurisdiction.

A motion was made and seconded to allocate $100 for a
P.R.0.B.E. booth at the International Convention, prefer-
ably at the headquarters hotel. If favorable, monies will be
allocated at the next Board of Directors’ Meeting.

Five letters of nomination have been receiveg by the Hall
of Fame Committee. The motion was made and supported
that one nominee be elected to the Hall of Fame at this time.
Motion carried. The induction will take place at the Spring
Convention.

Because of the welath of information contained therein, a
motion was made and seconded to supply all DVPs with A/C
kits. Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Jobn M. McClinchey
John M_ McClinchey
Secretory, Pionser District

FOR SALE

FOR SALE — All kinds of used formal wear at
ridiculous prices — any quantities. Outfit your
chorus for under $50 per man. Contact Tom Kay,
Formal Wear Liquidator, 23320 Farmington R?.,
Farmington, Mi. 480234,

Phone: (313) 474-8030




