






























Milford goes formal 
in fantastic new 

facility 
The Milford Chapter show on 
April 29 was a first for the 
fantastic Kiva at Lakeland 
High School. Not only was it 
the first Barbershop show to 
be held in the Kiva, but it 
was Milford's first formal 
show in many years. Until 
the new auditorium became 
available there has been no 
hall large enough to accom
modate such a show in this 
area. 
The chapter invited Barney 
Hyland, choral director at 
Lakeland, to participate in 
the program, which was ti
tled "Bridging the Genera
tion Gap with Harmony" . 
His Lakeland Select Char , 
and the Men's Chorus were a 
big hit with the crowd, and 
even did a couple of Barber
shop numbers. The show 
headlined the New Balti
more Exit, the Personal Ex
pression and the Note-A
Dames, a Howell Sweet Ade-
1 ine quartet. Doran McTag
gart added his wit and wis
dom as Emcee. 
The 90 members of the 
choral groups were seated in 
the audience - unti I each 
group finished it's perform
ance, when they came to 
their feet in a standing ova
tion. 

June-July 1977 

, 
... 

BARNEY HYLAND and The Lakeland Select Choir 
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Au Sable Valley Chapter Presents 
the Second Annual 

Mill-Town Festival of Harmony 
Saturday, July 30, 1977 

FEATURING 
the 

Mini-Chorus Contest 

The Patch Chords· Lansing Chapter 

The Expression Marks- Lima, Ohio Chapter 

Doran McTaggart· Master of Ceremonies 

1-75 Exit 259- West to Stop Sign then North to High School 

We invite you to plan your family vocation around this event, in an area which has 
something for everyone: 

HIKING * SWIMMING * CANOEING * CYCLING * RIDING 
BOATING * FISHING * OR JUST PLAIN LOAFING! ! ! 

The following merchants provide the services indicated, please make reservations DIRECTLY 

WITH THEM: All addresses ore GRAYLING, Ml 49738 unless otherwise noted. 

CANOES 
BORCHERS AU SABLE CANOE LIVERY 

348-2301 I in Town 

CARR'S CANOE LIVERY 
348-5851 I in Town 

LOVELY'S CARLISLE$ CANOES 
in Town 

JIM S CANOE LIVERY 
348-9903, M-72 East 10 Miles 

JOLLY REDSKIN CANOES 
348-5611 in Town 

REST AU RANTS 
ELIAS BROS 

Bus. 1-75 South 

AL & JESSIE'S RESTAURANT 
Downtown 

SHOPPENAGON S* 
348-6071 I Downtown 

ARROWHEAD (DON PROBST)* 
Bus. 1-7 5 South 

RED BARN " 

Area Code (517 ) 

M-72 West '" Denotes Cocktails 

CAMP GROUNDS 
ROSCOMMON-HIGGINS LAKE SAFARI CG 

(Bruce Jones) 
1-75 Exit 244, W. 1 Mile 
Roscommon, Ml 48653 

27 5-9704 

HOLLANDS RIVER PARK CG 
1-75 Exit 251 to Park Right 2 Miles 

34B-9092 

PINE KNOLL CG 
M-93 West . 348-7194 

YOGIS JEll YSTONE CG 
1-75 Exit 251 , 4 Miles East, 348-6431 

MOTELS 
AQUARAMA 

348-3141, Bus.l-75 S. 

HOLIDAY INN* 
348-7 611 , Bus. 1-7 5 S. 

RIVER COUNTRY 
Bus . 1-7 5 N. 

BILL GREENE S STANDARD 
Downtown 



Update on Au Sable Valley's Mini-Chorus contest 

by Rowleigh l. Gregory. Ao.So61ov....,.o..-

First: l drew a blank when \\Tlting the ad copy. All l-iS 
exits arc in the two hundred series, no1 the one hundred. 

Roscommon-Hig~rins Lake Safari CG should read l-iS 
Exit 244: Holland's Ri"·er Park CG. Exit 259, Yogi's Jelly
stone CG. Exit 251. and (of all things) the Exit for our show 
site should be 259, as indicnted in the text of the article in 
the Troubadour. 

Some inquiries have been rece1ved about Golf. There are 
several courses in the aren. One of the m0$t challenging 
being Sugar Sprin~<>. nine miles north of Gladwin on M-18 
and F-97, then three rn1les E:1st. Wnte Sugar Springs Coun
try Club. Gladwin, Mi. 486'24 for info. 

Some ~tatic has be~n h~ard, :tlleging that our Mini
Chorus contest is detriment:1l to the official District contests. 
Nothing rould be further from the truth. We are trying to 
implement the Published Policy of tht> International Board 
(P:1ge 2, graph I, 1tem 8 m the District Officer/Area Counsel
lor Mnnuall: "Doing t>vel)1hing possible to make 'Barber
shopping More Enjoyahle for More !>.1en in More Places'." 
Our contest is spaced as nearly as poss1ble, midway between 

Pioneer District's Spring and Fall contests, at a time when 
Chapter activities arc at nlov.·. 

Ticket Prices: Shov.· $3 (ad\-ance sale S2.50 1: Senior Citi
zens (Keen-agers) S2: Children under 1..:. $2 Contestants, 
52. Aftcrglov.- tickets arc $3.50. 

Through no fault of ours. the plac~ where \\'e held the 
afterglo\\' last year, and v.·here v.·e had reservations for this 
year was sold. The new owner refuses to honor the reservn· 
tion. Consequently, our afterglo\lo· \lo'ill be held at the High 
School. Sorry. no bottles in the building. Those of you who 
MUST have a drink, ple:.~se leave your bottles in your cars. 
You cnn go out, and we'll let you back in if you can walk. 
Please don't blnme us, we didn't plan it that way 

Th.~t arid not~ not\\ithf.tanding. we are sure that you will 
hl'ar enough liquid chords to more than make up for one 
small disappointment. So make your plans to come al\d hear 
tht- '>mall choruses compete for our Barber Pole Dog. "Fa
Do". 

For reservations, write to Mini-Chorus, 5003 Queens 
Wny. Gladwin. Mi. 486'24, or contact your chapter secre
tary. 

Detroit has party lor Larry and Joan King 

-

june-july 1977 

Detroit # 1 Chapter members hosted , S..nd-Ofr' party 
for Larry and· Joan King on Saturday, j._,.., 4 .1.t the Ford 
Amencan Legion Post in Dearborn. 

Larry. a longtime member of the Motor City Chorus. is 
ffiO\"Ing h1s family to Connecticut where he is now employed. 

In true Detroit fashion, the party turned into a "roast", 
\\"lth the panel sparin~ no member of the King family from 
the pointed barbs. Needless to say, Larry managed to toss 
out a few slings of his own when time came for rebuttal. 

Larry, during his tenure with the Detroit Chapter held 
e\·ery chapter office, and later ~erved Paoneer Thstnct chap
te-rs ,.-; recording secretary, treasurer. and for the last two 
years as Contest and Judgil\g ch:tirman. 

f The chapter presented appropriate gifts to the Kmgs, and 
n midnight buffet rounded out the evening. 
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There's no place like home! 

Jackson Chapter has neW' ~neel'ing hall 
QUARTETS! BEAUTIFUL GIRLS! A NEW HOME! 
What a great way to spend a beautiful spring night. A 

lovely buffet dinner, the company of beautiful women, the 
Barbershop Sevenths ringing around the new meeting place 
-what more couJd people ask? 

Every Chapter needs to have a place to call home. A 
place where they can store their music library, a place where 
their awards and banners can be proudly displayed, a place 
where old members and new guests can be made aware of, 
where the Chapter has been, what it has accomplished and 
where it is going. These elements have been tacking for 
some time in the Jackson Chapter. 

Many longtime members of the Pioneer District will 
remember the great conventions held in Jackson, headquar
tered at the Old Hayes Hotel, a Jackson landmark, with 
meeting facilities all around, rooms for afterglos abounding, 
it serves as a pleasant memory for many Barbershoppers. 
But times change. The Hayes was losing money. so in order 
to meet expenses, they began renting the top four floors to 
the Consumers Power Company for office space. 

With the reduced room supply, the demand for space 
diminshed and more space was closed to outsiders and con. 
verted to a business extension of Consumers Power 
Company. When this happened, the Barbershoppers who 
had met there, on and off, for over 30 years, were out in the 
cold, along with other service and fraternal organ.izat:ion.s. 
With no major hotel available. we in Jackson bad to go 
searchmg for a home. And we found a good temporary home 
in the F1rst Congregabonal Church. But Del Sparks. 
Chapter President in 1975, felt that this was not entirely 
suited to our purposes as we were sh1mted around periodi
cally. so be was constantly on the lookout for a new home. 
And he found a dandy. We obtained an unused second floor 
workroom of a photographic studio in downtown Jackson, 
less than a block from our old meeting place. 

The owner gave it to us for a year, rent free and gave us 
permission to redecorate to suit ourselves. The first day we 
went there was unreal. The floor tiles were so dirty you had 
no idea of the color, the windows were filthy, the walls had 
plaster holes in abundance and one of the entrances was 
through a window off of an alley fire escape. But a small 
dedicated group of men penevereed. 

The grime was removed, new light fixtures hung, paint 
and spruce up was applied and presto - instant meeting 
room. A great deal of credit must go to 5 men in particular 
who worked almost every weekend from mid-November to 
mid-March to accomplish everything that bad to be done. 
They saw to it that the donauons from mdividuals and other 
sources were put to good use and they made the necessary 
purchases to supply the items needed to complete the 
project. These five, Gene Jones, Jerry Kloostra, Leo Rudl
off. Del Sparks and Art Sweeney, were given certificates of 
appreciation at the potluck held to dedicate the new hall. 

Also honored were Jan Kloostra and Linda Jones, wives 
of Gene and Jerry, who arranged the potluck. Linda was also 
presented with a bouquet of roses by Chapter President 
John Czarnecki for the artwork along the walls (a painting of 
a Barbershop Quartet, A Barberpole and an S.P.E.B.S.Q.
S.A. emblem). Del Sparks made the first annual consecutive 
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temporary Past Presidents A,.,-ard (subject to Board approval 
at a later date). to Art Sweeney for his many contributions to 
the Chapter in the past year. 

The Jackson Chapter has all or part of five quartets in 
their membership and three of them performed at the meet
ing. The Four Chordsmen (Gene Jones, tenor; Paul Kinch, 
lead; Jack Wmk.leman, baritone: Jerry Kloostra, bass) per
formed the songs they will use in the upcoming contest. The 
Pitch-Biendaires <Bob Dininny, bass; Del Sparks, tenor; Art 
Sweeney, lead; Bob SullJVan, baritone) sang 2 songs and 
presented the Chapter with a donation towards cost of the 
room preservation. The Pitch-Blendaires appeared on the 
Hudson Show recently and presented the fee as a contribu
tion. The For-Tune Tellers (Sam Cushman, tenor; "Red" 
Shaw, lead; Tom Cushman, baritone; "Bud" Knorpp, bass) 
also sang in the 2,472 final appearance spread over the last 
27 years. They say they just can't keep up but you'd never 
know it the way they entertain. 

In addition to all singing. a "dutch" auction was held usmg 
the "old auctioneer" Tom Cushman. We had everything 
from duck eggs from Manchester to a surprise package that 
no one knew the cootents of. We raised almost $200 to cover 
part of the costs of renovation. 

So, the Jackson Chapter continues to roll. With a ·new 
director. a new home, four active quartets on the books and 
more on the way, half a dozen new members thru an AFA in 
January, the "Quartet of the Month., Barberpole Cat pro
gram in full gear and a bunch of great wives in support. we 
can go nowehre but up. Stop in and see us any Tuesday at 
the rear of 152 W. Michigan (Townley Studios) in beautiful 
Downtown Jackson. Just ring the bell and we'Ll ring some 
chords. Y'all come, hear!! -Dan LaBumbsrd 

Hastings hosts harmonizers 
from four Pioneer chapters 

On Tuesday, April 26, about 100 Barbershoppers from 
Grand Rapids, Battle Creek, Lansing and Kalamazoo con
verged at the Elks Club in Hastings for an area wing-ding. 
All the chapters caravanned their way in except Grand 
Rapids who were still fl.}7ng from having won the District 
Chorus Championship in Midland just three days before. 

Dick Smith of Battle Creek (the guy who got the idea 
going) MC'd the show which featured three choruses and 
four quartets: the Sound Expression, the Golden Oldies. the 
Good Vibrations all from Grand Rapids, and the Village 
Ramblers from Battle Creek. In addition, lots of group sing
tog and some woodshedding filled out the evening. 

Through advance publicity in the Hastings Banner and 
Hastings Reminder newspapers, plus word of mouth through 
the Elks Club, we also had 21 men from Hastings at the 
meeting. Among them. a former President of Kankakee. Dli
nois Chapter, Bob Wright; and brother of Past District Presi
dent Chuck, Bob Sherwood. 

A f~ evening? You bet! And donations by those present 
exceeded the expenses of the evening by almost $45 which 
we donated to Logopedics. Just watch! We'll do it again. 

-Roger Lewis 

PIONEER TROUBADOUR 



Scenes from 
the Flint show 

The Flint Chapter held its annual show in Da\'i50n High 
School auditorium April 16. Troub Photographer Bill 
Pascher was on hand to catch the action v.ith his camera. 
The accompanying picrures were made at the afterglow. 

T HE GREAT LAKES EXPRESS 

Alpena 
Since the last time you heard from us there's been quite a 

change. and l am't talkin' about the weather. We've got 
ourselves a C-H-0-R-U-S now. Old members coming back. 
new members coming in. current members fired up like the 
start of the Indy SOO.up We JUSt concluded a very succes<;ful 
show featuring the New Balttmore Exit and the Personal 
Expresston. They were both outstanding (m the men's room 
when the show started). Seriously. they were super! We also 
had our quartets. the Chordwoodc;. and the Dean's List, and 
our own Lumbermens Chorus. as well as the Onaml\kee 
Chapter of the Sweet Adelines. 

Would you believe it. our own chorus director and new 
tenor for the Chord woods. Bill Daugherty. was awarded the 
honor of Barberc;hoper of the Year. The quartet was standing 
backstage ready to go on when hts name was called. He was 
~ ~tunned we had to actually push him on stage to accept. 
No one des~rved it more (except maybe me) as he has really 
earned hts credits the past year. Matter of fact, he's been so 
good we're going to send him back to school - Harmony 
College. that is. 

We are now starting to work on secret material for Pro· 
gram TAG that's Trophytime At Grayling. We're 
going to go over and nab the big number 1 at the Mini-Chrus 
Competition at Grayling this summer. We came tn s~ond 
la~t year- look out Port Huron and Au Sable Valley. we're 
puttin' on our heavy stump kickers! 

So long from the Lumbermen for now and remember our 
motto - -we can tell a lie but we can't sing one:· 

-Bruce VandenBosch 

june-july 1977 

W'ayne 
First of all, we wish to congratulate the Grand Rapids 

Chorus for winning the District Championship at Midland, 
and trust that they will wear the crown well. And a cheer. 
also. for T raverse City for taking the Silver Division title. 

On May 10 the Wonderland Chorus paid its annual visit 
to Livonia Bentley High School where we were entertained 
by their championship Concert Choir and Male Chorus 
under Dr. Jerry Smith. after which we gave them some of 
our best Barbershop. These kids !our members of the future} 
are perhaps the most enthu<;iac;tic audience anyone could ask 
for. 

After we had finished our part of the show, everyone sat 

back and listened to the highlights of the eventng: The Vaga
bonds and the Sweet Ads Champion Front Office 4 took time 
out from a very busy schedule to come down and perform for 
us. After several encores we ret~ted to Northville Charlie's 
for a snack and some more singing 

Wayne wishes to thank these two groups for coming out 
to help us. 

In the past two months we have had two A for A's. one at 
Briarwood Mall in Ann Arbor. and another at our clubhouse 
by anvitation only. At the latter. we held a regular chorus 
rehearsal '11.-ith the guests joining in for the first hour. then a 
regular boondoggling sessjon, making sure the visitors got in 
on the act. All seemed to enjO)' it. 

We are extremely proud to be one of 3 chapters in the 
Pioneer District to receive the 1976 Achievement Award. 
Much credit goes to AI Fricker for his tire!~ efforts in 
behalf of Logopedics. 

The Pioneer District is about to have a new baby. It will 
be born in Howell and named "The Livingston County 
Chapter", or L.C.C. for short. And who's responsible for it? 
Wayne. of course. We hope to have a chapter night some
time this fall. On May 24 we took our chorus rehearsal up to 
Howell for a fun-filled session wtth the L .C.C. embryo. The 
evening was topped off by the appearance of the 
Philadelphta-bound Dtstrict Champions, The Foreign Policy, 
and the new Boyne City Champions. The Cadence Counts, 
from the Wavn~:: Chapter. 

Have a nice summer. -Aforrie Giles 
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Send req..-ta for 
Parode CleorC~~ne» to• 

John McClind.y 
606 WoodcrMt 

Royal Oak, Michigan 48067 

-1977-
AUGUST--

5-7 Division II Jamboree 
Bristol, Indiana 

SEPTEMBER--
17 Benton Harbor-St. Joseph 

23-24 Grosse Pointe Show 
24 Gratiot County Show 

OCTOBER--
7-8 FALL CONVENTION, Kalamazoo 

22 Jackson Chapter Show 
28-29 Sault Ste. Marie Show 

NOVEMBER--
S Detroit #1 Chapter Show 

DECEMBER--
3 Clinton Valley Show 

-1978-
FEBRUARY--

11 Pontiac Chapter Show 
17-18 Oakland County Show 

18 Lansing Chapter · Show 

MARCH--
3-4 Wayne Pitchpipe Parade 

APRIL--
1 Grand Rapids Show 

21-23 SPRING CONVENTION, Lansing 

MAY--
13 Boyne City Bush League 

JULY--
3-8 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

JOHN SEEMANN 

l313l 151!11-88!52 

~e011 llll)GCI..ANO IIOAO • WIIIT IILOOMJ'lEI..D. MICHIGAN 4110,) 

Keep America Singing 

Second Closs Moil 

HERE'S A BARBERSHOPPER! 
P.O.--Mail undeliverable copy to 

Box 49, Highland, Mi 48031 

THE 
~MEMORY 

LANERS 
RE:G 

BARBERSHOP QUARTET 
GEO. MEINSCHEIN. TENOR MARTY ZURN, BARI 

MIKE BOURGOIN LEAD GENE BEATY BASS 
Contact M1ke 29673 Chester Gdn Coty. Mo (3 13) 261·6~38 

ll" OeltOit C•U 

13131 •ss s•ss 

.. !r! lelodi11 

I" J ackSOf'l Call 
(!>17)18 7 234 7 

~~- YG~~~i: 
i • 

Warren G. Harding Memorial Four 
14050 BrOUghem Cour l. Plymouth, MtChtgan 48170 
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