






































BUSH LEAGUE

WHO WILL BE “BUSH LEAGUE” KING
THIS YEAR?

It's almost BUSH LEAGUE TIME again. The annual
“BUSH LEAGUE” Contest will be May 12, 1962, spon-
sored by the Boyne City Chapter. It is a Contest for
Quartets that have never placed in the first three in the
District or competed in International Competition. Dis-
trict Novice and Junior Champs are eligible. We will
again have a “Clinic” so that Quartets can profit by
coaching of qualified judges on their weak points. This
will be held Sunday morning directly after the breakfast
at the Hotel Dilworth. You will be judged in the Contest
on regular International rules with the exception of cos-
tume. This is so that a new Quartet that cannot yet
afford uniforms will not be penalized. We want all Quar-
tets to have equal chance.

The Contest was designed to encourage Quartets and
give them the opportunity to gain experience without
competing against the top-seasoned Quarteis. First
place winners get individual trophies. They are also
presented a Bush League Trophy to hold for one year.
Second place winners get a plaque, and all competing
Quartets receive a gift from the Boyne City Chapter.

OVERHEARD ON SHORES OF PRETTY GULL LAKE
By Roscoe D. Bennett

It looks as if everyone is not agreed as to what a raise
in dues, if any, will be when delegates meet at Benton
Harbor, April 27. The executive board talked six hours
about this and that and got no where on the subject.
They’re trying it again in Grand Rapids, April 7. Most
perturbed is President Bill Hansen. He’s got to get some-
thing definite when he talks to other district prexies in
Kansas City next June at International. Jack Klaiber is
working on his books. He was ordered to come up with
something showing exactly what the District needs to
operate.

The delegates rejoiced over the fact that Michigan again
has three entries in the International Contest. There was
a bit of worry about when it was learned only five choruses
had signed up for the District Contest. Hansen told his
counselors to get busy and pound the sawdust trail for
more. Bill Rowell’s public relations committee was
instructed to get busy and to that end a small expense
request was ordered.

The “Travel Fund” from which International competing
quartets and choruses are sent to compete for the glory
of Michigan, has $1,000 at the moment--it came from
the $1,200 profit Roger Craig’s State Fair show made.
The boys around the table clamored for more of Roger’s
efforts for the future--they liked what they heard.

Al Burgess, the Veep from Muskegon, tolded effective-
ly how Muskegon is trying a membership campaign. They
give cards to anyone who'll listen and take them. Bill
Van Bogelen, of Muskegon Chapter, made his first visit
as area counselor. Bill is an old-time quartet man--one
of the best--and is working like a dog on the job. Chase
Sanborn, who has been hospitalized off and on as well as
representing Michigan as its International Board Member,
was on hand. If everything goes all right, he will be
at Kansas City as well as at a few International meetings

before then. Roy Zerbe extended his annual invitation
for a District Board meeting in South Haven late in July.
It was accepted. This is the time of the Blue Water's
annual summertime show.

All of the Michigan District brass attended this meet-
ing except Dunc Hannah. He was waylaid somewhere,
Bob Tracy, Zone 4 Veep, made it from Mackinaw City.
Louis Harrington and “Mrs. Barbershopper”, Ellen, had
all of the necessary records at hand as usual. This
meeting was the first ever to be held at Gull Harbor Inn.
it's a lush place and co-operative. . . and Treasurer
Jack Klaiber didn't scream over the bill, which also is
a first.

FUN-ADDICTS (Grand Rapids)
“Four Fun-Addicts” Now Only Two

As the last chords on the Aspirin breakfast of the
Great Lakes Invitational were echoing out the nineteenth
annual event in Grand Rapids, so too were the last tones
ringing out the swan song of one of the oldest (in senior-
ity, please) active quartets in the Grand Rapids chapter.

About two months ago, the lead, Dick Palmer, receiv-
ed notice of a transfer to Detroit and is now in the pro-
cess of selling his home in Grand Rapids and building a
new one in Livonia,

Then a month ago, Frank (MC) Tiggleman was con-
fronted with the opportunity of a franchise for Canieen
Co. in the St. Petersburg, Florida. “How lucky can you
ge I'-
It has been said many times that “All good things must
come to an end”, but a memory will always live in the
hearts of these guys as a joy forever.

The “Fun-Addicts”, with Tom Elderkin, tenor; Dick
Palmer, lead; Lou Mahacek, bari; and Frank Tiggleman,
bass were organized in June 1952 and entered the state
contest in Manistee the following Octeber. In 1954, they
entered the Bush League contest in Boyne City and a
couple of years later, another state contest in Kalamazoo.

This foursome always rated very high in stage pre-
sence but never scored enough in the other categories
to place in the top running, so after three rounds of
contest jazz, they decided to sing for fun and devote
their time to chapter functions, the PTA circuit and just



making friends.

Within this quartet are two past presidents, the cur-
rent President and the future president, if he were to
stay with us.

This quartet has worn out four uniforms in over a
thousand appearances, one of them being the instrumen-
tal accompanied black light presentation on the Great
Lakes in 1960,

To Frank Tiggleman goes the honor of being one of
the best Master of Ceremonies in the business, with his
complete command of the King's English and a bass
resonance to exploit it. A world of credit is due him for
the organization of the Junior Quartet contest.

To Lou Mahacek, the artist, for his tremendous work
in program promotion. He is truly a great musical
director with the Lear Mixed Chorus, church choirs,
and former director of the Great Lakes Chorus.

Dick Palmer is not only an assistant director, coach,
and natural showman, but an idea man with his clever
seript writing and gimmicks for entertainment.

Tom Elderkin can probably be called “old faithful”,
with his constant attendance to chorus and quartet and
love of detail and follow-up work. One of his philoso-
phies of life that, “A stranger I have never met”, is
evident in his ability to make friends easily.

If a prime requisite of a championship quartet is
having fun while promoting Barbershop Harmony, ther
the “Fun Addicts” should receive the Medalion.

THE SECRETARY

by Sec. Lou Harrington

Attention is called to the
{ollowing changes in the
current District Directory:
Gratiot County Chapter meets
at Saginaw Sayings Bank
Building, Alma,.on 1st and
3rd Mondays.

Ionia Chapter President:

Ron Curtis, 453 W. Yeomand,
Ionia, Phone 1651. Ionia Chap-
ter Secretary: Robert Tasker,
Palo, Michigan, Phone ME 7-
2323. :

Saginaw Chapter President: Eugene Gillem, 2203 Hill,
Saginaw. Saginaw Chapter Secretary: Emil Franz, Jr.
2018 Bremer, Saginaw.

Curbstone Serenaders contact man: Edward V. Lilly,
1291 N. Bywood, Clawson.

It is suggested that the members note these correc-
tions and changes in their own copies of the directory,
and notify us of any other changes.

* * * * * * *

Among the early entries for the Chorus contest were
those of Kalamazoo’s Mall City Chorus, Oakland County’s
Barbery Host Chorus, Wayne, Fruit Belt and Holland
Windmill. Other entries are forthcoming and competi-
tion should be spirited. Under the present rules, the
choruses who are ineligible to compete this year are
Detroit’s Motor City, Dearborn’s Chordomatics and
Muskegon’s Port City. Niles-Buchanan's Gateway
Chorus, who will represent us in International Competi-

tion at Kansas City in June, is expected to make a
guest appearance at our spring contest.

* * * * * * *
Reaction to the Troubadour has been most enthusi-
astic and response from the chapters with suggestions
to help solve the financial problem have been encour-
aging. It is most gratifying that the Blue Water Chapter
of South Haven has offered to turn over the entire pro-

ceeds of their annual summer festival to be held on
July 28, 1962, to the Troubadour Fund. Thanks to the
efforts and enthusiasm of this chapter, this annual
event grows in popularity each year and attracts bar-
bershoppers from various parts of the District. Their
offer is greatly appreciated.

Fo]loW. iI)S'

t-he Leac[fr

by President Bill Hansen

In the January issue of
the Troubadour, (the finest
District publication in the
Society, that is) I informed
you that your District
officers intend to do every-
thing possible to promote
the Michigan District. In
keeping with this, we have
met on two occasions since
the beginning of the year.

Muach thought has been
given to the institution and
promotion of various types
of schools, including officer-
motion of various types of schools, including officer-
training schools, and musical education schools similar
to the HEP series sponsored by the International. All
of our discussions in this regard have ultimately lead
back to one question: “What do the fellows want in the
way of schools?”

Although we agree that schools of one type or another
are vital to the successful operation of the District, we
are aware that any proposed schools must be to the
liking of those for whom intended.

Your District Board does not intend to go off “half-
cocked” and institute a school just for the sake of having
a school. We would like to know what the majority of
you desire. When we know this it will not take long to
make the necessary arrangements.

Make your wishes known to any of us or your respec-
tive Area Counselor. T will guarantee results if you will
but offer a suggestion. Do it now. This is one time when

cooperation will really pay off.
* * * * * * *

The Spring Convention and Regional Contest is just
around the corner. Iam looking forward to seeing the
familiar faces and lots of new ones, too. The meeting
of the House of Delegates promises to be interesting and,
needless to say, the main topic on the agenda is of vital
importance. Believe me, this meeling is not “cut and
dried” and every delegate will have a chance to speak.
Let’s have every chapter represented.



KEEP AMERICA SINGING

' FROM
SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION AND ENCOURASEMENT
CF BARBER SHOP QUARTET SIGING IRAMERICA

To

ROBERT L MILLER
576 DE S0TO
YPSILANTI MICH

(Requests for parade dates and sanction fee payments 156
should be sent to District Secretary, Louis R. Harring-

ton, 2361 First National Bldg., Detroit 26, Michigan.)

April 27, 28, 29, 1962

Regional Contest
Fruit Belt Chapter

May 4, 1962 Muskegon Parade T liet
May 5, 1962 Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.
Charter Night Parade
May 12, 1962 Bush League Contest
Boyne City
May 18, 1962 Holland Parade
May 19, 1962 Ann Arbor Parade
May 26, 1962 Three Rivers Parade
June 9, 1962 Utica Parade

June 20-24, 1962

INTERNATIONAL CON-
TEST, Kansas City

July 28, 1962 Blue Water Summer
Festival, South Haven
August 18, 1962 Oscoda County Parade
September 13, 1962 Blue Water Parade
South Haven
September 15, 1962 Gratiot County Parade
September 29, 1962 Fruit Belt Parade

October 5, 6, 7, 1962

October 20, 1962
November 3, 1962

February 2, 1963

March 23, 1963

April 20, 1963

District Contest,
Windsor

Lansing Parade

Detroit Parade

Dearborn Parade

Battle Creek Parade

Great Lakes Invitational

BENTON HARBOR IN THE SPRINGTIME. . . .
Blossoms out, the birds singing, and so will be the bar-
bershoppers as they come flocking in for the Michigan
District Spring Convention. The Convention theme song,

Grand Rapids says our cover, should be “Down in the Old Cherry
September 21, 1963 Blue Water Parade Orchard,” and it's sure, there’s no better place to sing
South Haven it than at Benton Harbor on the 28th.

We'll see you there, for the biggest District Conven-
tion ever.
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